CHAPTER   XX

STORMY WEATHER

ABOUT the middle of March the burning question was whether
Jugo-Slavia could still be persuaded to join the Greeks and our-
selves in resisting further enemy penetration into the Balkans. The
Germans were now blatantly in Bulgaria and it was only a
question of days before they launched their offensive. The Jugo-
Slavs offered to send an officer to some selected spot for staff talks,
an offer which was accepted with alacrity, but on the 25th March
their Regent and Ministers signed a Pact with Germany and it
looked as if they were going the same way as Rumania and
Bulgaria. However, two days later, a coup fetat by the military
led to a refusal by them to recognize the Pact and to the arrest of
the Regent, Prince Paul, and his Ministers. This all seemed more
hopeful; at least there would be some resistance to the passage of
German forces through Jugo-Slavia.

On the igth March the Governor of Malta in a personal signal
to me asked for another fighter squadron temporarily whilst the
convoy ships were unloading, but it was out of the question, we
were stretched to the utmost limit. Everyone, particularly the
Greeks, were shouting for Hurricanes. On the basis of replacement
of wastage in existing squadrons, re-equipment of those with
obsolete types, formation of new squadrons already authorized
and of implementing our promises to Greeks and Turks the
estimate of our deficiency in aircraft was no less than 450. Between
the ist January and I5th March (1941) the figures for aircraft
which actually reached Egypt or the Sudan by the various routes
were as follows: 12 Wellingtons, 68 Blenheims, 7 Glen Martins*
70 Hurricanes, 12 Fulmars (for the Fleet Air Arm) and 3 Lockheed
Lodestars. This rate of reinforcements was out of step with our
actual commitments and was partially due to delays and losses
m route. For instance, the sand-laden Harmattan wind on the
Takoradi air route, which blew during the months of December,
January and February, not only held machines up but necessitated
complete overhaul of some of their engines on arrival in Egypt It
seemed to me difficult to convince those at home of the exact state
of affairs; however, the rate of supply did improve during April
and by June my successor was getting an ever-increasing flow.
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